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“South Africa is well 
placed to take 
advantage of the 
opportunities created 
by the new 
International 
Arbitration Act.” 

 
On 20th December 2017, almost unreported amid the excitement surrounding 
the election of Cyril Ramaphosa as the new leader of the African National 
Congress and the onset of the holiday season, President Jacob Zuma gave 
assent to the International Arbitration Act 2017.  
 

The long anticipated new legislation modernises South African 
international arbitration law. It brings the regime into line with the rules 
applicable in the long established arbitration seats of London and 
Paris as well as more recently developed arbitration centres such as 
Dubai, Singapore, Hong Kong and Mauritius. 
 
With the playing field levelled, will South Africa be able to develop into 
an attractive seat for international arbitrations, not just those involving 
parties from the African continent but potentially also from further 
afield? It is not uncommon, for example, for 50% of new cases filed 
with the Singapore International Arbitration Centre to involve parties, 
projects or matters which have no connection to Singapore. The 
benefits to the economy from doing so are potentially very significant. 
 

Despite its location at the tip of the continent, South Africa has many features which suggest that it should be well 
placed to take advantage of the opportunities offered by the introduction of the new legislation: 

South Africa’s New International Arbitration Act 
 

Time to Seize the New Business Opportunity 



South Africa’s New International Arbitration Act 
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• Legal services – South Africa has a large and 
sophisticated legal profession, comprising 
domestic firms of all sizes, the head offices of 
Africa’s largest law firms, as well as offices of 
some of the largest law firms in the world. Many 
leading practitioners have extensive experience 
of working internationally or with international 
clients, including on international arbitration 
matters. 
 

• Infrastructure – The transport, accommodation 
and telecommunications infrastructure is well 
developed and used to accommodating very 
large numbers of overseas visitors, whether 
travelling as tourists, on business or to attend 
one of the many conferences hosted in South 
Africa. 
 

• International travel connections - There are 
direct flights from Johannesburg to more than 
40 locations in other countries within Africa and 
more than 60 globally. O. R. Tambo 
International Airport in Johannesburg is one of 
only three airports in the Africa-Middle East 
region that has non-stop flights to all six 
inhabited continents. Many more locations are 
accessible through a single change of flight at 
one of the large international hub airports. 
 

FTI Consulting is a world leader in the provision of 
independent advice, investigative services and expert 
testimony at all stages of the dispute resolution 
process. It is particularly well known for its leading 
position in international arbitration (IA).  

In 2017 FTI Consulting was named in Who’s Who Legal 
as its Arbitration Consulting Firm of the Year (for the 
third consecutive year) and the Quantum of Damages 
Firm of the Year. And in 2018 (for the eighth 
consecutive year)  the firm came top of Who’s Who 
Legal Arbitration: Expert Witnesses list, with 49 expert 
witness recognised from the firm.   
 
In response to the emergence of new IA centres, FTI 
Consulting has expanded its geographical footprint to 
ensure it can provide expert advice wherever it is 
required. In 2015, in anticipation of the new legislation, 
the Economic & Financial Consulting practice was 
established in South Africa, and in 2017 its services 
grew further with the establishment of a Forensic & 
Litigation Consulting practice, offering a broad range of 
investigative and data analytics capabilities. 
 
In those IA centres where we have established offices 
we have become an integral part of the community 
through activities such as involvement in initiatives to 
promote the location as an attractive IA seat, and  
providing free training to arbitration lawyers in 
accounting, finance and economics, as well as 
workshops on the use of such expert evidence in these 
fields. 
 
FTI Consulting is ready to do the same in South Africa 
and looks forward to working with others in the 
international arbitration community to help South Africa 
seize the opportunities created by the International 
Arbitration Act 2017. 
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   About FTI Consulting 

FTI Consulting is an independent global business advisory firm dedicated to helping organisations manage change, mitigate 
risk and resolve disputes: financial, legal, operational, political & regulatory, reputational and transactional. FTI Consulting 
professionals, located in all major business centres throughout the world, work closely with clients to anticipate, illuminate 
and overcome complex business challenges and opportunities. Connect with us at www.fticonsulting.com or on Twitter 
(@FTIConsulting), Facebook and LinkedIn. The views expressed herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily the 
views of FTI Consulting, Inc. its management, its subsidiaries, its affiliates, or its other professionals, members of employees. 
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