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With the prospect of a no-deal Brexit still legally possible, the current 
state of preparations by individual EU-27 and EEA countries to 
secure the continued rights of British citizens under that scenario are 
now in the majority well advanced, with only a few exceptions.  
 

Amongst most of the Member States there exists a clear 

willingness to secure British citizens’ rights post-Brexit 

within their borders, with no country making an outright 

declaration against such a move. What is also clear from an 

analysis of the individual approaches by the EU-27 is that 

since the apparent rejection of the negotiated UK-EU 

Withdrawal Agreement by the UK House of Commons, EU-

27 preparations for a no-deal have accelerated across the 

spectrum.  

Current statistics reveal that by far the most applications 

for European citizenship being made by UK nationals in 

2017 were made in Germany, with 7,493 applications. This 

is despite the almost 300,000-strong population of UK 

nationals living in Spain (where only 48 UK applications 

were made to the Spanish Government regarding 

citizenship in 2017). France (1,518 applications), Belgium 

(1,381), and Sweden (1,203), make up second, third and 

fourth place, respectively. Although these numbers seem 

relatively low, the as yet unreleased statistics for 2018 are 

likely to be far higher.  

Whilst the preparations of EU-27 members are ongoing and 

at varying degrees of readiness, the clear approach of the 

majority of the Member States (especially France) is that 

their potential guarantees to UK citizens in a post-Brexit, 

no-deal outcome are strongly based on a ‘spirit of 

reciprocity’ from the UK Government. Indeed, as indicated 

by current UK Government advice concerning the no-deal 

Brexit scenario, this reciprocity to secure the rights of EU 

citizens in the UK is secured politically.  

However, despite this, current statistics reveal that the 

number of EU citizens applying to become British citizens or 

to gain dual-citizenship increased by 200% from 2015-2018; 

demonstrating a continued uncertainty over their status in 

the UK following Brexit, despite the provisions that have 

been made by the UK Government.  

Polish citizens represented the largest number applying for 

UK citizenship in 2017, with this predictably matching their 

status as the most populous EU nationality currently 

resident within the UK.  

The UK Government advises that, “the rights and status of 

EU citizens living in the UK will remain the same until 30 

June 2021,” regardless of the state of Britain’s withdrawal 

from the EU on 29 March 2019. Following this period, with 

an application deadline of 30 June 2021, the UK 

Government are now offering EU citizens the opportunity 

to remain in the UK beyond this date through an 

application to the ‘EU Settlement Scheme,’ with the fee 

waived after 29 March.  

Following successful application to this scheme, EU citizens 

will be granted a ‘settled’ or ‘pre-settled’ status. ‘Settled’ 

status will be granted to EU citizens who have been 

resident in the UK for over five years, up to the date of 

application. ‘Settled’ citizens will be granted full rights and 

the ability to stay in the UK indefinitely. Meanwhile, ‘pre-

settled’ status will be granted to EU citizens who have been 

resident in the UK for less than five years. Under this ‘pre-

settled’ ruling, EU citizens will be granted full rights and 

residency in the UK for a period of five years and, following 

that period, EU citizens must then re-apply to the scheme 

to be granted ‘settled’ status.   

The below table provides the latest information on 

announcements made by EU-27 Member States, 

Switzerland and European Economic Area countries with 

regards to the rights of UK nationals post-Brexit if no deal is 

reached. In addition to the table, also provided below are 

links to the various sources of information used to compile 

this document. This document will be regularly updated as 

developments occur and new information is made 

available. 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
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Country Rights for UK nationals under no-deal Links to further information 

Austria • Chancellor Sebastian Kurz and other senior Austrian officials have stated that under a 
no-deal, British nationals in Austria will be able to stay and will see their rights secured. 

• To secure these rights, Austria is now contemplating new extraordinary measures for 
British citizens. Under new rules, UK citizens in Austria will have to apply for a new 'Rot-
Weiß-Rot – Karte plus' residence permit within six months following Brexit. Their 
continued residence in the country under the new permit scheme will be dependent on 
a final legal decision and if the person(s) in question presents “no danger to public 
order or security.” The draft law (the BREXIT-Begleitgesetz) that will make provisions 
for these changes is currently awaiting legislative approval in the Austrian Parliament.  

• New permits will not be delivered to British citizens until after Brexit and the UK has 
been rendered a ‘third country’, as it is illegal to issue third-country residence permits 
to EU citizens.  

• Moreover, this new upcoming legislation is to run in parallel to the UK Government’s 
offer for Austrians living in the UK. 

• The European Commission however has highlighted that, “as Austria is a federal state, 
the personnel sovereignty lies within the federal states. The Austrian Federal Ministry 
of the Interior has already pointed out the possible need for extending administrative 
capacities to the federal states.” 

• The Austrian Government is also set to make an exception on its ban on dual citizenship 
for Austrian nationals in the UK.  

• As of March 2019, the Austrian Government is still considering extending this to UK 
nationals in the country. 

• According to The Express, “Austria has on the other hand taken a tougher stance on the 
issue of Britons’ rights. The 25,000 UK-passport holders living in the country are facing 
the loss of their residence permits in the event of a no-deal Brexit, unless the country 
introduces a special legal regime for them - an option the Austrian Government hasn’t 
yet ruled out.” 

• As reported on 25 January 2019, the Austrian Government has now posted draft 
legislation in preparation for no-deal Brexit titled the ‘Brexit Accompanying Act 2019 
for the Federal Ministry of the Constitution, Reforms, Deregulation and Justice – 
BreBeG 2019-Justiz.’ 

 

• Austrian Government: Brexit Current Information 

• The Express:  EU nations prepare for no deal Brexit 
granting Britons’ rights – but Austria WAITS 

• The Guardian: EU states escalate no-deal preparations 
after May defeat 

• Chancellor Kurz: EU for orderly withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom 

• Brexit Accompanying Act 2019 for the Federal Ministry of 
Constitution, Reforms, Deregulation and Justice 

• Austria: Government preparing for a “hard Brexit” – 
effects on corporate law 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• The Parliament of Austria: Brexit-Begleitgesetz 2019 – 
BreBeG 2019 (491 d.B.) 

• Austrian Federal Chancellery: Effects of a no-deal Brexit 
for British citizens in Austria 

https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at%2Fbrexit
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1069698/brexit-news-eu-citizens-rights-to-remain-and-work-eu-news-british-citizens-rights
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1069698/brexit-news-eu-citizens-rights-to-remain-and-work-eu-news-british-citizens-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/16/eu-nations-no-deal-preparations-may-brexit-defeat
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/16/eu-nations-no-deal-preparations-may-brexit-defeat
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at%2F-%2Fbundeskanzler-kurz-eu-fur-geordneten-austritt-des-vereinigten-konigreichs
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at%2F-%2Fbundeskanzler-kurz-eu-fur-geordneten-austritt-des-vereinigten-konigreichs
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/ME/ME_00113/index.shtml
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/ME/ME_00113/index.shtml
https://www.schoenherr.eu/publications/publication-detail/austria-government-preparing-for-a-hard-brexit-effects-on-corporate-law/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original
https://www.schoenherr.eu/publications/publication-detail/austria-government-preparing-for-a-hard-brexit-effects-on-corporate-law/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/I/I_00491/index.shtml
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/I/I_00491/index.shtml
https://www.federal-chancellery.gv.at/brexit
https://www.federal-chancellery.gv.at/brexit
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Belgium • 16 January 2018, Belgium’s Deputy Prime Minister, Didier Reynders, stated that it is 
Belgium’s priority to safeguard citizens’ rights in the case of a no-deal scenario for both 
British and Belgian citizens. Moreover, Mr Reynders also asserted that the Belgian 
Government is working on measures to safeguard those rights. 

• As of March 2019, Belgium has now drafted a new law for addressing various Brexit-
related concerns, with two sections of the new legislation covering citizens’ rights. 
Submitted to the Belgian Parliament on 19 February 2019, this new package of 
measures is still awaiting legislative approval.  

• According to information released by the European Commission, “Belgium plans a 
transitional period until the end of 2020 in which residence rights of UK-citizens are 
guaranteed. This period can be shortened or modified by Royal Decree or the scope can 
be changed to cater for all eventualities (e.g. agreement coming into force, UK not 
reciprocating, EU-wide solution found…).”  

• During the proposed transition period, up to the end of 2020, British citizens in Belgium 
will need to apply for long-term residence in the country as third-country nationals 
inside the EU, in order to stay beyond the transitory period.   

• The UK’s Ambassador to Belgium Alison Rose has released a video statement in which 
she states that “whether the UK leaves the EU with or without a deal, British citizens 
already in Belgium will be able to stay living and working in Belgium.” Moreover, 
Ambassador Rose also claimed that the Belgian Government is soon to release a 
“package of measures” for the rights of UK citizens in Belgium following no-deal.  

• On 18 January 2019, Belgian Secretary of State for Asylum and Migration Maggie de 
Block stated that “we will guarantee citizens’ established rights and rights to residence 
based on reciprocity between both of our countries.”  

• Moreover, as reported in The Express on 17 January 2019, both the UK and Belgium 
have signed a bilateral agreement to commit to the preservation of citizens’ rights in 
the event of a no-deal.  

• British Ambassador Video Statement 

• The Parliament Magazine: Belgium reassures Brits: We 
will guarantee citizens’ rights even in hard Brexit 

• The Express: No deal Brexit BOOST: UK signs agreement 
with Belgium after May’s deal rejected by MPs 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• The Belgian Foreign Office: Brexit-no-deal  

Bulgaria • In a statement made by the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bulgaria is working 
towards “special legislative amendments,” that will ensure that “British citizens [and 
their families] living in Bulgaria will be able to live in the same way as they do now, 
even in the event of a no-deal Brexit.” 

• Under these new measures, following a case-by-case inspection for security purposes, 
UK citizens will be issued with new residence permits, with the deadline for 
applications being 31 December 2020.  

• The Sofia Globe: Bulgarian Cabinet approves Brexit 
withdrawal agreement, no-deal action plan 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Republic of Bulgaria, Ministry of the Interior: Information 
About Brexit 

https://twitter.com/UKinBelgium/status/1085589917877633030
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/belgium-reassures-brits-we-will-guarantee-citizens%E2%80%99-rights-even-hard-brexit
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/belgium-reassures-brits-we-will-guarantee-citizens%E2%80%99-rights-even-hard-brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1073840/Brexit-news-UK-no-deal-Brexit-Belgium-British-citizens-rights-Theresa-May-deal-latest
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1073840/Brexit-news-UK-no-deal-Brexit-Belgium-British-citizens-rights-Theresa-May-deal-latest
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdofi.ibz.be%2Fsites%2Fdvzoe%2FFR%2FGuidedesprocedures%2FPages%2FBrexit-no-deal.aspx
https://sofiaglobe.com/2019/01/30/bulgarian-cabinet-approves-brexit-withdrawal-agreement-no-deal-action-plan/
https://sofiaglobe.com/2019/01/30/bulgarian-cabinet-approves-brexit-withdrawal-agreement-no-deal-action-plan/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.mvr.bg/en/about-the-ministry/brexit/information-about-brexit
https://www.mvr.bg/en/about-the-ministry/brexit/information-about-brexit
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• As of March 2019, these measures have been drafted and were submitted to 
Parliament for approval on 19 February 2019. 

• Bulgarian Foreign Minister Ekaterina Zaharieva has stated that, on the basis of a 
relationship of reciprocity with the UK, Bulgaria has now made a commitment to the 
approximately 7,000 British citizens in Bulgaria, that they “[will] have an easy and 
simple registration process. They are welcome here.” 

Croatia • As according to ‘Title X of the existing Aliens Act’ and planned amendments to the draft 
proposal for the Act on EEA nationals and their family members, the Croatian 
Government are seeking to secure the rights of residence and work for UK citizens in 
the event of a no-deal. As according to advice from the European Commission, 
“residence documents already issued under the existing Aliens Act will be recognised as 
temporary national residence permits for nationals of the United Kingdom and their 
family members after Brexit. These temporary national residence permits will be valid 
maximum up to one year from the entry into force of the Act.” These temporary 
permits will need to be replaced following this period.  

• As of March 2019, the draft act mentioned above is to be submitted to the Croatian 
Parliament for “urgent legislative procedure.”  

• The Croatian Government has stated that “we aim to implement a simple and 
straightforward procedure in order not to overburden UK nationals,” and are 
encouraging UK nationals to register their residence within the Republic of Croatia in 
line with the guidelines of the existing Aliens Act.   

• Current residence permits for UK nationals will continue to be recognised for up to a 
year following the passing of the Brexit deadline.  

• Reportedly, according to The Croatian Permanent Representation to the EU, the 
Croatian Government is “currently analysing which measures could be taken,” claiming 
that they “still hope the Withdrawal Agreement will be ratified and thus the unwanted 
no-deal Brexit will be avoided.” 

• On 4 February 2019, the British Embassy in Zagreb stated that “the British Ambassador 
and his team are continuing to engage with the Croatian Government to request that 
reciprocal rights be granted to UK nationals living here.” 

• Of note, in November 2018, Total Croatia News reported that following the date of 
Brexit, British citizens’ residency rights will be secured in the country, with the 
Government having already issued paperwork and residency permits to UK citizens in 
preparation.  

• Total Croatia News: Brexit: What Withdrawal Agreement 
Means for Croats in UK, Brits in Croatia 

• The Dubrovnik Times: The Big Brexit questions answered 
– your rights after the UK leaves the EU 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

 

https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/32444-brexit
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/32444-brexit
https://www.thedubrovniktimes.com/lifestyle/feature/item/6153-the-big-brexit-questions-answered-your-rights-after-the-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://www.thedubrovniktimes.com/lifestyle/feature/item/6153-the-big-brexit-questions-answered-your-rights-after-the-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
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Cyprus • As of March 2019, the Republic of Cyprus is currently drafting special legislation based 
upon the regulations included within the proposed UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement to 
secure the residency and working rights of UK nationals. When this process is complete, 
this legislative package will be submitted to the Cypriot Parliament for approval. 

• “Residence documents… will continue to be valid, until replaced. New applications for 
people covered by the draft WA will be examined when the new legislation is set into 
force.”  

• The Cypriot Government have also stated that “we have also prepared a policy paper 
for the no-deal scenario on the terms of the procedures which includes the citizens’ 
rights of UK nationals and their family members. We are expecting to put it into force 
as soon as there is a final procedure set out.” 

• The British High Commission has stated in its own analysis that the situation will 
“depend on developments and could offer no information apart from what has been 
said by Theresa May,” according to the Cyprus Mail.  

• Concerning the status of the UK’s military bases in the country, Cypriot Foreign Minister 
Nicos Christodoulides has stated that a provisional remedy would be required in the 
event of no-deal. Indeed, Mr Christodoulides then went on to state that “the aim 
remains securing the rights of all Cypriots who reside and work in the British bases, so 
they won’t be affected.” 

• The Cypriot authorities began planning for a no-deal scenario in October 2017, 
however these preparations have now been accelerated.   

 

• Cyprus Mail: Uncertainty for British in Cyprus after May’s 
deal crushed 

• Cyprus Mail: Interim solution for British bases in case of 
hard Brexit 

• Republic of Cyprus Civil Registry and Migration 
Department: Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

 

Czech Republic • The Czech Republic is intending to apply a “special approach” to the rights of UK 
citizens to work and reside within the country post-Brexit. By way of specialist ad hoc 
legislation, UK citizens will enjoy a specific transitional period up to 31 December 2020 
throughout which they will be able to apply for continued residence under the EU’s 
third-country nationals system.   

• On 7 January 2019, the Czech Government accepted the draft emergency law securing 
the rights of UK citizens in the country, in the event of a no-deal Brexit.  

• Prime Minister Andrej Babiš has claimed that the bill will ensure that the approximately 
8,000 British citizens in the Czech Republic are exempt from normal immigration laws 
until 2020.  

• The Prime Minister also claimed that under this exemption period “British citizens will 
be guaranteed the same treatment as if they were citizens of the European Union.” 

• Radio Praha: Government agrees “Lex Brexit” extending 
EU rights to UK nationals until end of 2020 

• The Guardian: No-deal Brexit: Poland and Czech Republic 
to allow Britons to stay if UK crashes out 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Government of the Czech Republic: Brexit 

• Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic: Brexit 
Information 

https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/01/17/uncertainty-for-british-in-cyprus-after-mays-deal-crushed/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/01/17/uncertainty-for-british-in-cyprus-after-mays-deal-crushed/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/01/17/interim-solution-for-british-bases-in-case-of-hard-brexit/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/01/17/interim-solution-for-british-bases-in-case-of-hard-brexit/
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/crmd/crmd.nsf/All/C482CD407E0903D8C225830E00384072
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/crmd/crmd.nsf/All/C482CD407E0903D8C225830E00384072
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/government-agrees-lex-brexit-extending-eu-rights-to-uk-nationals-until-end-of-2020
https://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/government-agrees-lex-brexit-extending-eu-rights-to-uk-nationals-until-end-of-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/15/poland-and-czech-republic-to-allow-britons-to-stay-if-uk-crashes-out-of-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/15/poland-and-czech-republic-to-allow-britons-to-stay-if-uk-crashes-out-of-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=cs&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vlada.cz%2Fcz%2Fevropske-zalezitosti%2FBrexit%2F
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=cs&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mvcr.cz%2Fclanek%2Fbrexit.aspx
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=cs&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mvcr.cz%2Fclanek%2Fbrexit.aspx
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• Mr Babiš and the Czech authorities have stated however that these conditions would 
only be applied if it was met with a ‘spirit of reciprocity from the UK.’ 

Denmark • Danish Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen has attempted to reassure British citizens 
in Denmark over the security of their future status under a no-deal scenario.  

• The Danish Government had stated that by the end of February 2019 it will, if a no-deal 
outcome seems likely, propose a bill to “establish a temporary transitional regime” for 
British nationals and their family members. Seemingly, as of March 2019 no such 
legislation has yet been passed.  

• According to the Danish Government, “a temporary transitional process and its 
continuation of rights mean that residence documents already issued under the EU 
rules on free movement will remain valid.”  

• According to advice from the European Commission, “under a temporary scheme, 
British nationals and their family members will be able to continue to use documents 
issued under EU Law, i.e. registration certificates and residence card. It is expected 
however that this will be phased out, possibility by the end of 2019.” 

• The Danish Government has also re-emphasised the interim nature of these future 
proposals stating that they would remain in force “until replaced by a permanent 
solution.”  

• The Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also released a list of proposed future rights 
for UK citizens under these interim proposals, securing: “a right to cash benefits”; “a 
right to social service benefits and day-care”; “a right to healthcare benefits”; “the 
securing of student rights”; and “the ensuring of continued access to regulated 
professions.”  

• TV2: The government will protect British against tough 
Brexit 

• If the exit agreement is not approved 

• Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs: How does Brexit affect 
you? 

• Danish Government: BREXIT: What does this mean for 
you as a resident British citizen? 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Danish Ministry of Immigration and Integration: Q&A 
regarding the no deal scenario 

Estonia • On 21 February 2019, the Estonian Parliament adopted new relevant measures 
concerning the post-Brexit rights of UK citizens, regardless of a no-deal or negotiated 
outcome.  

• According to this new legislation, UK citizens’ current rights of residence under EU law 
will be automatically converted through the issuing of new post-Brexit residence 
permits. UK citizens will need to exchange their current residence documents for new 
permits. Estonia intends to give a transition period for the exchange of these 
documents.  

• According to a statement made by the Estonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, British 
citizens in the event of a no-deal can “continue to reside in Estonia even if the UK 
leaves the European Union without a Withdrawal Agreement… [it being] Estonia’s 
intention that the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union goes smoothly for those 

• Republic of Estonia Ministry of Foreign Affairs: What do 
you need to know with regard to Brexit? 

• Republic of Estonia Ministry of Interior Affairs: Brexit  

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2FohIkjn2aSy
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2FohIkjn2aSy
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuim.dk%2Fbrexit%2Fingen-aftale%2Fingen-aftale%3Futm_source%3DPOLITICO.EU%26utm_campaign%3Dd5979ab8d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_04_55%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_10959edeb5-d5979ab8d4-190386793
http://um.dk/en/travel-and-residence/brexit/
http://um.dk/en/travel-and-residence/brexit/
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuim.dk%2Fbrexit
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuim.dk%2Fbrexit
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuim.dk%2Fbrexit%2Fingen-aftale%2Fq-a-vedrorende-no-deal-scenariet
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=da&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fuim.dk%2Fbrexit%2Fingen-aftale%2Fq-a-vedrorende-no-deal-scenariet
https://vm.ee/en/what-do-you-need-know-regard-brexit
https://vm.ee/en/what-do-you-need-know-regard-brexit
https://www.siseministeerium.ee/en/activities/citizenship-and-migration/brexit
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en


The rights of UK nationals in the EU-27, Switzerland and European Economic Area countries in the event of a ‘No-Deal Brexit’ 

 

7 
 

UK citizens and their family members residing in Estonia today, so that they can 
continue their everyday life without any notable additional bureaucracy.” 

Finland • On 25 January 2019, the Finnish Government’s Ministerial Committee on European 
Union affairs asserted that their country’s policy to secure the residency rights of 
British citizens in Finland, in the event of no-deal, will be by the provision of a ‘special 
act’ of legislation. In addition, at this meeting the committee asserted that this law 
must be legislated and implemented “as soon as possible,” to meet the Article 50 
deadline. 

• Indeed, as according to advice posted on the European Commission’s website, “on 7 
February, the Government submitted to the Parliament a proposal for a special act that 
stipulates that in the event of a no-deal withdrawal, specific paragraphs of Chapter 10 
of the Aliens Act would apply to UK citizens for a fixed term. This would allow UK 
citizens to be considered equal to EU citizens in matters related to the right of 
residence, right to work and study and also right to practice a profession.” 

• According to the Minister of the Interior, Kai Mykkänen, in a 25 January statement, the 
Government “wants to ensure that UK citizens now living in Finland can continue to live 
in Finland without any problems. They just need to register their right of residence as 
EU citizens by the end of March.” 

• As of 11 March 2019, this ‘special act’ package of emergency legislation is yet to be 
passed by the Finnish Parliament, however the Government are aiming to have the 
package passed by Brexit day.   

• On 28 January, the British Ambassador to Finland stated that “life will go on after 
Brexit,” and that “we’re aiming for reciprocity in the long-term and we aim to put in 
place a new immigration system that will facilitate the movement of people between 
the UK and the EU in a way that is appropriate.”  

• The Government of Finland, EU Ministerial Committee: 
The right of British residence in Finland to be secured by a 
separate law 

• The Finland Ministry of the Interior: Special act to protect 
UK citizens’ right of residence after Brexit 

• Helsinki Times: Finland to start work on special act to 
prepare for no-deal Brexit 

• Helsinki Times: “Life will go on after Brexit”: Interview 
with the British ambassador to Finland 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Finland, Prime Minister’s Office: Information about Brexit 

• Finland, Ministry of the Interior: Consequences of Brexit 
in the Ministry of the Interior’s administrative branch 

• Finnish Immigration Service: About Brexit 

• Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland: 
The impacts of a no-deal Brexit on business and industry 

France • On 17 January 2019, French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe asserted that France’s 
determination to protect the rights of British citizens post-Brexit in France is based on 
an attitude of reciprocity from the UK. Mr Philippe further stated that it is France’s 
intentions “to make sure that the lives of our citizens and, in a way, British citizens 
living in France are impacted as little as possible.” 

• According to the ordinance of 6 February 2019, for one year after Brexit, Britons will be 
allowed to remain in France without a permit. Within this period, UK citizens will need 
to apply for new longer-term residency. The 6 February ordinance also ensures that 
post-Brexit, UK citizens in France will see their social rights preserved, professional 

• The Local: What exactly is France’s plan for a no-deal 
Brexit? 

• POLITICO: Plan for UK nationals in French civil service to 
be protected from no-deal Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• The French Republic: ‘The Brexit Where we are?’ 

• French Ministry of the Interior: Interior Ministry prepares 
for Brexit 

https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fi&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fvnk.fi%2Fartikkeli%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2Feu-ministerivaliokunta-brittien-oleskeluoikeus-suomessa-turvattava-erillislailla
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fi&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fvnk.fi%2Fartikkeli%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2Feu-ministerivaliokunta-brittien-oleskeluoikeus-suomessa-turvattava-erillislailla
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fi&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fvnk.fi%2Fartikkeli%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2Feu-ministerivaliokunta-brittien-oleskeluoikeus-suomessa-turvattava-erillislailla
https://vnk.fi/en/article/-/asset_publisher/brittien-oleskeluoikeus-brexitin-jalkeen-aiotaan-turvata-erillislailla
https://vnk.fi/en/article/-/asset_publisher/brittien-oleskeluoikeus-brexitin-jalkeen-aiotaan-turvata-erillislailla
http://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/politics/16147-finland-starts-preparing-for-no-deal-brexit.html
http://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/politics/16147-finland-starts-preparing-for-no-deal-brexit.html
http://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/politics/16151-life-will-go-on-after-brexit-interview-with-the-british-ambassador-to-finland.html
http://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/politics/16151-life-will-go-on-after-brexit-interview-with-the-british-ambassador-to-finland.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://vnk.fi/en/information-about-brexit
https://intermin.fi/en/consequences-of-brexit
https://intermin.fi/en/consequences-of-brexit
https://migri.fi/en/brexit/en
https://tem.fi/en/brexit-on-business-and-industry
https://tem.fi/en/brexit-on-business-and-industry
https://www.thelocal.fr/20190117/what-exactly-is-frances-plan-for-a-no-deal-brexit
https://www.thelocal.fr/20190117/what-exactly-is-frances-plan-for-a-no-deal-brexit
https://www.politico.eu/article/plan-for-uk-nationals-in-french-civil-service-to-be-protected-from-no-deal-brexit/
https://www.politico.eu/article/plan-for-uk-nationals-in-french-civil-service-to-be-protected-from-no-deal-brexit/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbrexit.gouv.fr%2Fsites%2Fbrexit%2Faccueil.html
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interieur.gouv.fr%2FActualites%2FLe-ministere-de-l-Interieur-se-prepare-au-Brexit
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interieur.gouv.fr%2FActualites%2FLe-ministere-de-l-Interieur-se-prepare-au-Brexit
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qualifications will continue to be recognised and British civil servants will be able to 
continue working within the French civil service.  

• Also, according to the French Government, “British nationals and their family members 
who have been regularly in France for five years or more will be issued the 10-year 
resident card bearing the words ‘Long-term resident-EU’… On the other hand, the same 
title will automatically be issued to UK nationals and their family members who were 
granted a permanent residence permit by 30 March 2019.” 

• Alternatively, according to the French Government, British citizens who have resided in 
France for fewer than five years, “will have easy access to the main residence permits 
provided for by French law for third-country nationals.” 

• The French Government are also setting up a new administrative system just to cope 
with the burden of facilitating applications from the 152,000 identified UK citizens in 
France.  

• Moreover, the French Senate is currently preparing a legislative package in preparation 
for no-deal that will secure UK citizens’ rights on a whole host of measures, including 
securing the status of the approximately 1,700 UK nationals working in France’s civil 
service. 

• The French Republic: Ordinance No. 2019-76 of 6 
February 2019 on various measures relating to entry, 
residence, social rights and professional activity, 
applicable in the event of absence of agreement on the 
withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 'European 
Union 

Germany • According to the German Federal Government, British citizens will be given three 
months to apply for a German residence permit, under Germany’s third-country 
national protocol, which “can be extended” in the event of a no-deal scenario.  

• Following this transitional period, third-country national rules will apply to all UK 
citizens, as is the case with citizens from the USA, Canada or Japan.   

• Moreover, whilst this application is being processed by the authorities, UK citizens will 
be able to continue living and working in Germany.  

• This registration process has already begun.  

• In addition, Germany has also relaxed its regulations on dual-citizenship, to permit 
Britons to acquire German citizenship, whilst retaining a British passport.  

• POLITICO: Berlin Opens post-Brexit registration scheme 
for Brits 

• German Federal Government: Questions and answers 
about Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• German Federal Government: Questions and answers on 
the impact on citizens' status rights in relation to Brexit 

Greece • According to the latest information from the European Commission, the Greek 
Government is currently considering extending the validity of residence documents 
issued under the FREEMO Directive, held by UK citizens in the country (issued before 29 
March) for a currently indeterminate period (most likely until the end of 2019). 
Following the end of this period these transitional documents could then be replaced 
by permanent permits.     

• Bloomberg: Greece Braces for Tourism Hit from No-Deal 
Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
issues related to the UK's exit from the European Union 

https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2019/2/6/INTX1901735R/jo/texte&xid=17259,15700002,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700248,15700253&usg=ALkJrhjm46dynocLj2qlPueU04-gVwTwZQ
https://www.politico.eu/pro/brexit-germany-berlin-opens-registration-scheme-for-brits/
https://www.politico.eu/pro/brexit-germany-berlin-opens-registration-scheme-for-brits/
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bundesregierung.de%2Fbreg-de%2Faktuelles%2Ffragen-und-antworten-zum-brexit-1569928
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bundesregierung.de%2Fbreg-de%2Faktuelles%2Ffragen-und-antworten-zum-brexit-1569928
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bmi.bund.de%2FSharedDocs%2Ffaqs%2FDE%2Fthemen%2Fmigration%2Fbrexit%2Ffaqs-brexit.html
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bmi.bund.de%2FSharedDocs%2Ffaqs%2FDE%2Fthemen%2Fmigration%2Fbrexit%2Ffaqs-brexit.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-01-31/mykonos-blues-greece-braces-for-tourism-hit-from-no-deal-brexit
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-01-31/mykonos-blues-greece-braces-for-tourism-hit-from-no-deal-brexit
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=el&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbrexit.gov.gr%2F
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=el&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbrexit.gov.gr%2F
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• Indeed, “Greece plans to introduce a new national permanent residence status for UK 
citizens living in the country as well as to facilitate the access to EU long term resident’s 
status according to the Directive 2003/109/EC.”  

• As reported by Bloomberg on 31 January 2019, the “Greek Government is preparing a 
draft bill for a no-deal departure.” 

• Currently, British visitors to the country constitute Greece’s second largest source of 
tourism income.  

• As the Bloomberg report states, “the Greek Government is preparing draft bills and 
presidential degrees that will be needed in case of a so-called hard Brexit, a foreign 
ministry official said. There has been no official statement from the government of 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras on the preparations since its working assumption is that a 
deal will be struck between the two sides.” 

 

Hungary • As revealed on 24 January 2019, the Hungarian Government is prepared to secure the 
rights of British citizens living and working in Hungary post-Brexit.   

• However, of note, this guarantee is based on a spirit of reciprocity from the UK in its 
treatment of Hungarian citizens.  

• Moreover, the Hungarian Minister of State for EU Policy Szabolcs Takács asserted that 
Hungarian emergency legislation is currently under preparation.  

• InfoStart: What about the Britons living in Hungary in the 
case of Brexit? 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Hungarian Immigration and Asylum Office: Information 
on Brexit 

Iceland (EEA) • 31 October 2018, the Icelandic Government announced that both the UK and Iceland 
have made an agreement that “Icelandic citizens in the UK and British citizens in 
Iceland will retain their residence rights after Brexit, even in the case of a no-deal with 
the EU.” 

• At the time, Foreign Minister Gudlaugur Thór Thórdarson stated that “British citizens 
enrich our society. We are therefore very pleased that an agreement between our 
countries will be put in place in any eventuality so that the rights of Icelandic and 
British citizens are protected.” 

• 20 December 2018, the UK Government announced that it had agreed an EEA 
separation agreement with Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein as part of preparations 
to leave the EU, mirroring the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement.  

• At the time the UK stated that, “this means that UK and EEA EFTA citizens living in each 
other’s countries at the end of the implementation period will be able to continue 
enjoying broadly the same rights as they do now. This includes arrangements on 
residency, healthcare, pensions and education, social security coordination and mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications.” 

• Government of Iceland: Leaders of Iceland and the UK 
reach an agreement on residence rights after Brexit 

• United Kingdom Government: UK and EEA EFTA states 
strike agreement to protect citizens’ rights in a no deal 
scenario 

• United Kingdom Government: EEA EFTA Separation 
Agreement 

 

https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=hu&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Finfostart.hu%2Fbelfold%2F2019%2F01%2F24%2Fmi-lesz-a-hazankban-elo-britekkel-brexit-eseten
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=hu&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Finfostart.hu%2Fbelfold%2F2019%2F01%2F24%2Fmi-lesz-a-hazankban-elo-britekkel-brexit-eseten
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
http://www.bmbah.hu/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1314:information-on-brexit&Itemid=1853&lang=en
http://www.bmbah.hu/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1314:information-on-brexit&Itemid=1853&lang=en
file:///C:/Users/marcher/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SKWIEPSJ/Leaders-of-Iceland-and-the-UK-reach-an-agreement-on-residence-rights-after-Brexit
file:///C:/Users/marcher/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SKWIEPSJ/Leaders-of-Iceland-and-the-UK-reach-an-agreement-on-residence-rights-after-Brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
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• 8 February 2019, the UK Government announced that it has now reached an 
agreement with all EEA states, including Iceland, to ensure the security of continued 
citizen rights in the event of a no-deal scenario. 

Italy • On 21 December 2018, Italy confirmed its plans to introduce legislation securing the 
rights of British citizens in Italy to work in the event of no-deal.   

• An Italian Government statement posted online asserts that at present, “legislative 
measures are in preparation for a substantial maintenance of the existing legal 
framework.”  

• According to advice from the Italian Government released by the European 
Commission, “British citizens in Italy will continue to enjoy rights such as access to 
medical care, employment, education, social benefits and family reunification” 
following Brexit.  

• The Italian Government is currently working to ensure that British citizens legally 
resident within Italy before 29 March 2019 will have a suitable period following that 
date to obtain long-term residence status.   

• The Italian Government: Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation: Brexit 

Ireland • On 22 January 2019 the Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar stated that in the event of a 
no-deal scenario, in order to avoid a hard border and to secure citizen rights, “the UK 
and Ireland would have to negotiate a bilateral agreement on ‘full alignment’ of 
customs.”  

• Currently, as according to Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney, due to the Common 
Travel Agreement and Irish Government policies, UK citizens in the Republic will not 
need to take any measures to secure their rights in a no-deal.   

• Mr Coveney has stated that a new bilateral agreement between the UK and Ireland to 
protect the Common Travel Area (CTA) is “ready to go.”  

• The Guardian: Irish PM: bilateral deal needed with May if 
UK crashes out of EU 

• POLITICO: UK promises to keep common Irish travel area 
post Brexit 

• The Irish Times: Rights of Irish in Britain and British in 
Ireland protected from no-deal Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Irish Citizens Information Board: Residence rights of UK 
citizens 

Latvia • According to Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkēvičs on 21 January 2019, the UK and 
Lativa have agreed that in the event of no-deal, “the status of both countries’ citizens 
will not change after Brexit.”   

• Mr Rinkēvičs claimed that the Latvian Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee has 
“started working” on it, and that “even after that we will still have many other matters 
to discuss, including law amendments.”  

• According to advice posted by the European Commission, Latvia is currently seeking to 
pass legislation that will ensure that residence permits issued to UK citizens before 29 

• Baltic News Network: Latvia and Britain reach agreement 
over citizen status after Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Republic of Latvia: Information for citizens of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in the 
event of a no deal 

https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=it&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esteri.it%2Fmae%2Fit%2Fsala_stampa%2Farchivionotizie%2Feventi%2Fbrexit_0.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/politica_estera/politica_europea/dossier/brexit.html
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/politica_estera/politica_europea/dossier/brexit.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/22/irish-pm-tells-uk-only-bilateral-deal-would-prevent-post-brexit-hard-border
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/22/irish-pm-tells-uk-only-bilateral-deal-would-prevent-post-brexit-hard-border
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-ireland-border-promises-to-keep-common-irish-travel-area-post-brexit/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-ireland-border-promises-to-keep-common-irish-travel-area-post-brexit/
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/rights-of-irish-in-britain-and-british-in-ireland-protected-from-no-deal-brexit-1.3759216
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/rights-of-irish-in-britain-and-british-in-ireland-protected-from-no-deal-brexit-1.3759216
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/moving_to_ireland/rights_of_residence_in_ireland/residence_rules_UK_citizens.html
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/moving_to_ireland/rights_of_residence_in_ireland/residence_rules_UK_citizens.html
https://bnn-news.com/latvia-and-britain-reach-agreement-over-citizen-status-after-brexit-196383
https://bnn-news.com/latvia-and-britain-reach-agreement-over-citizen-status-after-brexit-196383
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.pmlp.gov.lv/en/home/news/current-events/2019/02/26/information-for-citizens-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
https://www.pmlp.gov.lv/en/home/news/current-events/2019/02/26/information-for-citizens-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
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March 2019 continue to be recognised as “temporary national residence permits” for 
an interim period until 31 December 2020. During this transitional period, UK citizens 
will have to re-apply to the Government for new residence permits.      

• During the transition period, “UK citizens in the EU who resided in Latvia less than five 
years, will be issued national temporary residence permits, while the UK citizens in the 
EU who resided in Latvia longer than five years, will be issued national long-term 
residence permits.”  

• Latvia is also planning to send letters to all UK citizens in the country, explaining the 
necessary procedures for “renewing residence rights, as well as deadlines and 
consequences if the deadlines are not met.”  

Liechtenstein (EEA) • 20 December 2018, the UK Government announced that it had agreed an EEA 
separation agreement with Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein as part of preparations 
to leave the EU, mirroring the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement.  

• At the time, the UK stated that “this means that UK and EEA EFTA citizens living in each 
other’s countries at the end of the implementation period will be able to continue 
enjoying broadly the same rights as they do now. This includes arrangements on 
residency, healthcare, pensions and education, social security coordination and mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications.” 

• 8 February 2019, the UK Government announced that it has now reached an 
agreement with all EEA states, including Liechtenstein, to ensure the security of 
continued citizen rights in the event of a no-deal scenario. 

• United Kingdom Government: UK and EEA EFTA states 
strike agreement to protect citizens’ rights in a no deal 
scenario 

• United Kingdom Government: EEA EFTA Separation 
Agreement 

 

Lithuania • The Lithuanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has claimed that it has drafted legal 
amendments in order to “establish more favorable grounds for issuing the temporary 
residence permits to citizens of certain countries who intend to work or to engage in 
legal activities.”  

• Under these new amendments, “a transition period until the 31 December 2019 would 
be offered in order to facilitate the issuance of residence permits for those affected by 
the withdrawal so that UK citizens in the EU could have sufficient time to file 
applications for new Lithuanian residence permits.” 

• Indeed, in the case of no-deal it is likely that if these new measures are passed into law, 
these provisions would apply to UK nationals. 

• On 17 January 2019, it was also reported that due to the House of Commons’s rejection 
of the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement, the Lithuanian Government has now requested 
that its citizens in the UK return home as a result of the increased threat of no-deal.  

• Delfi: Lithuanian gov't invites expats to return amid hard 
Brexit worries  

• Government of Lithuania: Prime Minister: Sugihara issued 
visas for life 

• POLITICO: Lithuanian president: No-deal Brexit better 
than ‘chaos’ of delay 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania: 
Brexit: right of residence in Lithuania for the UK citizens 
and their family members (Updated 2019-02-06) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
https://en.delfi.lt/lithuania/society/lithuanian-govt-invites-expats-to-return-amid-hard-brexit-worries.d?id=80125375
https://en.delfi.lt/lithuania/society/lithuanian-govt-invites-expats-to-return-amid-hard-brexit-worries.d?id=80125375
https://lrv.lt/en/news/prime-minister-sugihara-issued-visas-for-life
https://lrv.lt/en/news/prime-minister-sugihara-issued-visas-for-life
https://www.politico.eu/article/lithuanian-president-no-deal-brexit-better-than-chaos-of-delay/
https://www.politico.eu/article/lithuanian-president-no-deal-brexit-better-than-chaos-of-delay/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/brexit-right-of-residence-in-lithuania-for-the-uk-citizens-and-their-family-members-updated-2019-02-06
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/brexit-right-of-residence-in-lithuania-for-the-uk-citizens-and-their-family-members-updated-2019-02-06
https://vrm.lrv.lt/en/news/brexit-right-of-residence-in-lithuania-for-the-uk-citizens-and-their-family-members-updated-2019-02-06
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• On 11 October 2018, the Lithuanian Prime Minister Saulius Skvernelis stated on a trip 
to Japan that it is, “Lithuania’s aspiration to do everything to ensure that after Brexit 
the United Kingdom maintains as close relations with the European Union as possible,” 
potentially indicating favorability towards accommodations for British citizens after 
Brexit.  

• However, dramatically on 24 January 2019, Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaitė has 
asserted that “the ‘chaos’ of delaying Brexit could be worse than a no-deal scenario,” 
indicating Lithuania’s current sentiment towards no-deal.    

Luxembourg • Prime Minister Xavier Bettel and Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn have stated that 
British citizens in Luxembourg will be granted a one-year period to apply for permanent 
residence in the case of no-deal.  

• Following this, according to the British Embassy, UK citizens will be considered ‘third-
country nationals’, except for those with an EU or EEA dual nationality.  

• Under current plans, Luxembourg is to “grant a period of grace” (transition period) for 
UK citizens until 30 March 2020, where residence documents held by UK citizens that 
were issued prior to 29 March are considered still valid. However, in order to remain 
beyond this date, British citizens must apply for new residence status in Luxembourg by 
31 December 2019. 

• To handle the new administrative pressures of no-deal, Luxembourg is increasing its 
administration staffing numbers in a “substantial way.”  

• Luxembourg Times: Luxembourg lays out plan for British 
residents in no-deal Brexit 

• British Embassy Luxembourg: EU Exit: British Citizens’ 
Rights 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Government of the Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg: Brexit: 
information file 

Malta • According to a recent statement by Maltese Prime Minister Joseph Muscat, the country 
is set to grant Britons living in Malta a 10-year residency permit, to ensure they receive 
the same rights in a no-deal scenario.  

• In his announcement, Mr Muscat stated that, “Britons already living here have nothing 
to worry about because of Brexit.”   

• Indeed, the Government of Malta have issued a detailed notice concerning the rights of 
British citizens in the country in the instance of no-deal, emphasising a continuation of 
privileges in this circumstance.  

• The residence permits of British citizens in Malta will continue to remain valid until the 
Government can issue new replacements.  

 

• POLITICO: Malta unveils no-deal Brexit plan 

• The Government of Malta: FACTSHEET: Malta 
Government’s plans in case of a no-deal Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

 

https://luxtimes.lu/european-union/36242-luxembourg-lays-out-plan-for-british-residents-in-no-deal-brexit
https://luxtimes.lu/european-union/36242-luxembourg-lays-out-plan-for-british-residents-in-no-deal-brexit
https://www.facebook.com/notes/british-embassy-luxembourg/eu-exit-british-citizens-rights/2048682431874608/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/british-embassy-luxembourg/eu-exit-british-citizens-rights/2048682431874608/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgouvernement.lu%2Ffr%2Fdossiers%2F2019%2Fbrexit.html
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgouvernement.lu%2Ffr%2Fdossiers%2F2019%2Fbrexit.html
https://www.politico.eu/pro/malta-unveils-no-deal-brexit-plan/
https://www.gov.mt/en/Pages/brexitfactsheet.aspx
https://www.gov.mt/en/Pages/brexitfactsheet.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
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The Netherlands • On 7 January 2019, the Government of the Netherlands stated that British citizens in 
the Netherlands on 29 March 2019 can continue to reside and work following a no-deal 
Brexit.  

• From 29 March 2019 – 01 July 2020, the Netherlands will also hold a national transition 
period under which British citizens will automatically receive temporary residency 
permits that will allow them to continue living, working and studying in the 
Netherlands.  

• According to information posted by the European Commission, the Dutch Government 
are due to send three letters to UK citizens living in the country:  

o “1) A letter with information on their situation and status after Brexit. 
The letter contains information on what can they expect from us as a 
government and what is expected of themselves. This letter will be sent 
early January 2019.”   

o “2) A letter that will serve as their temporary residence permit (validity 
until 1-7-2020), which will only be valid in combination with a valid ID-
card. This de facto creates a transition period. With this temporary 
residence permit they are also allowed to work freely. “ 

o “3) A letter with an invitation to apply (digitally) for a definite residence 
permit within a certain time frame in the transition period. This enables 
the Immigration Services to process the applications spread out over 
the transition period.” 

• Immigration and Naturalisation Service: Brexit  

• Letter from the Immigration and Naturalisation Service: 
British nationals residing in the Netherlands, without a 
national permanent residence permit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

Norway (EEA) • 5 June 2018, Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg stated, “isn’t the Brexit situation 
frustrating for all participants?... It's quite frustrating to find the way through and find 
solutions.”  

• 20 December 2018, the UK Government announced that it had agreed an EEA 
separation agreement with Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein as part of preparations 
to leave the EU, mirroring the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement.  

• At the time the UK stated that, “this means that UK and EEA EFTA citizens living in each 
other’s countries at the end of the implementation period will be able to continue 
enjoying broadly the same rights as they do now. This includes arrangements on 
residency, healthcare, pensions and education, social security coordination and mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications.” 

• United Kingdom Government: UK and EEA EFTA states 
strike agreement to protect citizens’ rights in a no deal 
scenario 

• United Kingdom Government: EEA EFTA Separation 
Agreement 

• POLITICO: Norwegian PM to UK: Why would you want our 
EU deal? 

 

https://ind.nl/en/pages/brexit.aspx?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d5979ab8d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_04_55&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d5979ab8d4-190299709
https://ind.nl/Documents/IND%20Informatiebrief%20Brexit%20geen%20vergunning%20vva_vvr_onbep.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d5979ab8d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_04_55&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d5979ab8d4-190299709
https://ind.nl/Documents/IND%20Informatiebrief%20Brexit%20geen%20vergunning%20vva_vvr_onbep.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d5979ab8d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_04_55&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d5979ab8d4-190299709
https://ind.nl/Documents/IND%20Informatiebrief%20Brexit%20geen%20vergunning%20vva_vvr_onbep.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d5979ab8d4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_04_55&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d5979ab8d4-190299709
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-strike-agreement-to-protect-citizens-rights-in-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eea-efta-separation-agreement
https://www.politico.eu/article/norwegian-pm-uk-cannot-cherry-pick-eu-membership/
https://www.politico.eu/article/norwegian-pm-uk-cannot-cherry-pick-eu-membership/
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• 8 February 2019, the UK Government announced that it has now reached an 
agreement with all EEA states, including Norway, to ensure the security of continued 
citizen rights in the event of a no-deal scenario. 

Poland • Introduced on 11 January 2019, the Polish authorities are currently considering a draft 
piece of special emergency legislation that will secure British citizens a “12-month 
grace period.”  

• During this grace period, UK citizens will be entitled to continue to work and stay in the 
Republic of Poland and will be encouraged to apply for a new temporary residence 
permit (up to three years – as for other third-country nationals) or permanent 
residence permit if they have been resident in Poland for over five years.  

• According to The Guardian, British citizens who have resided in Poland for more than 
five years will be offered permanent residency and the right to work.   

• The Guardian: No-deal Brexit: Poland and Czech Republic 
to allow Britons to stay if UK crashes out 

• The Polish Government Legislative Process: Draft law on 
the rules of stay on the territory of the Republic of Poland 
of citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and members of their families and social 
security benefits in connection with the withdrawal of 
that country from the European Union and the European 
Atomic Energy Community 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

Portugal • On 11 January 2019, the Government of Portugal announced their contingency plans to 
protect the rights of British citizens in the event of no-deal.  

• However, as seen with other countries, this will be entirely based on a spirit of 
reciprocity from the UK.  

• Moreover, Foreign Minister Augusto Santos Silva has stated alongside this release of 
contingencies that “we are deciding these things unilaterally and we expect the United 
Kingdom to respond in the same way.” 

• Portugal is intending to pass special legislative measures that will convert registration 
certificates issued to UK citizens prior to Brexit, into third-country national residence 
permits after the deadline. British citizens who do not hold a registration certificate, 
however can satisfactorily prove that they were resident in Portugal before Brexit will 
also be able to apply for the new permit.  

• The Government of Portugal: PREPARATION MEASURES 
AND CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR THE OUT OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF THE EUROPEAN UNION: CITIZENS RIGHTS 

• POLITICO: Portugal to welcome Brits even without Brexit 
deal 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Portuguese Government Contingency Plan for United 
Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union on 
“Citizens’ Rights”. 

Romania • The Romanian Government is currently “finalising ‘technical details’ in order to avoid a 
negative impact for UK nationals living in the country in the case of a no-deal scenario.” 

• On 1 February 2019, the UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt met with Romanian Prime 
Minister Viorica Dăncilă to discuss future bilateral ties. During the meeting “the 
Romanian Prime Minister highlighted the joint responsibility of the European Union 
and the UK to protect the rights of the European and British citizens, in the spirit of 
reciprocity, regardless of the outcome of the Brexit process. In this respect, the Prime 
Minister welcomed the assurances provided by the British Prime Minister on this topic 

• The Government of Romania: Prime Minister Viorica 
Dăncilă met with Jeremy Hunt, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/15/poland-and-czech-republic-to-allow-britons-to-stay-if-uk-crashes-out-of-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/15/poland-and-czech-republic-to-allow-britons-to-stay-if-uk-crashes-out-of-eu
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Flegislacja.rcl.gov.pl%2Fprojekt%2F12319905
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pt&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portugal.gov.pt%2Fdownload-ficheiros%2Fficheiro.aspx%3Fv%3D7b2a13aa-b1ae-4d06-995a-1e81b36e5eee
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pt&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portugal.gov.pt%2Fdownload-ficheiros%2Fficheiro.aspx%3Fv%3D7b2a13aa-b1ae-4d06-995a-1e81b36e5eee
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=pt&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portugal.gov.pt%2Fdownload-ficheiros%2Fficheiro.aspx%3Fv%3D7b2a13aa-b1ae-4d06-995a-1e81b36e5eee
https://www.politico.eu/article/portugal-to-welcome-brits-even-without-brexit-deal-contingency/
https://www.politico.eu/article/portugal-to-welcome-brits-even-without-brexit-deal-contingency/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://imigrante.sef.pt/en/brexit/
https://imigrante.sef.pt/en/brexit/
https://imigrante.sef.pt/en/brexit/
http://gov.ro/en/news/prime-minister-viorica-dancila-met-with-jeremy-hunt-the-secretary-of-state-for-foreign-and-commonwealth-affairs-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
http://gov.ro/en/news/prime-minister-viorica-dancila-met-with-jeremy-hunt-the-secretary-of-state-for-foreign-and-commonwealth-affairs-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
http://gov.ro/en/news/prime-minister-viorica-dancila-met-with-jeremy-hunt-the-secretary-of-state-for-foreign-and-commonwealth-affairs-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
http://gov.ro/en/news/prime-minister-viorica-dancila-met-with-jeremy-hunt-the-secretary-of-state-for-foreign-and-commonwealth-affairs-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
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and reiterated the Romanian Government's commitment to adopting all the necessary 
measures to protect the rights of the British citizens living in Romania.” 

• According to advice posted by the European Commission relevant to Romania, British 
citizens and their family members, who currently hold a valid registration certificate 
issued by the Romanian Government before the 29 March 2019 will receive a letter 
that will act as a temporary national residence permit, that will be valid until 31 
December 2019. Moreover, British citizens who have been residing in Romania before 
29 March 2019 but do not hold a registration certificate will have until 30 December 
2019 to apply for one. Following this application, these individuals will also receive a 
letter that will act as a temporary national residence permit until the stated deadline 
above.  

• Following the securing of a temporary national residence permit, British citizens will 
have until 31 December 2019 to apply for a new residence permit, under the regime for 
third-country nationals.  

• The Romanian Government claims that “all registered UK nationals, and their family 
members, will receive a letter containing all the necessary information.”  

Slovenia • As of March 2019, few details have been released concerning the Slovenian 
Government’s preparations for UK citizen rights in a no-deal scenario. However, on 17 
January 2019, the Government of Slovenia issued a statement claiming that in the 
event of a no-deal, “Slovenia will guarantee an appropriate level of rights for British 
citizens already living in Slovenia. In this we are counting on a reciprocal approach from 
the British side.” 

• As according to a statement by the British Embassy in Ljubljana, “discussions are 
ongoing with the ... Ministry of Foreign Affairs regarding citizen's [sic] rights in the 
instance of a no-deal scenario. We will continue to provide updates on this through our 
social media channels but remain positive about UK resident's [sic] rights in Slovenia 
should there be a no-deal.” 

• Moreover, in a recent address by British Ambassador Sophie Honey, the Ambassador 
asserted that “I just really wanted to reassure you that we at the embassy are in really 
close touch with the Slovene authorities here, to ensure that you have continuity in any 
scenario.” 

• According to Slovenian Government advice released by the European Commission, 
“planned legislative amendments are currently under consideration” on the matter of 
UK citizen rights.  

• Total News Slovenia: No Word on “No Deal” Brexit 
Protections for Brits in Slovenia 

• British Embassy Ljubljana: Video Address by the 
Ambassador 

• The Government of Slovenia: Response to rejection of 
Brexit deal in the UK parliament 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Republic of Slovenia: ‘Information for Humans’ 

https://www.total-slovenia-news.com/politics/2842-no-word-on-no-deal-brexit-protections-for-brits-in-slovenia
https://www.total-slovenia-news.com/politics/2842-no-word-on-no-deal-brexit-protections-for-brits-in-slovenia
https://www.facebook.com/ukinslovenia/videos/578861112587650/
https://www.facebook.com/ukinslovenia/videos/578861112587650/
http://www.vlada.si/en/media_room/news_from_slovenia/news_from_slovenia/article/response_to_rejection_of_brexit_deal_in_the_uk_parliament_62095/
http://www.vlada.si/en/media_room/news_from_slovenia/news_from_slovenia/article/response_to_rejection_of_brexit_deal_in_the_uk_parliament_62095/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/residence-rights-uk-nationals-eu-member-states_en
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=sl&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Finfotujci.si%2F
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Slovakia • As reported by The Slovak Spectator on 23 January 2018, Slovak Prime Minister Peter 
Pellegrini has confirmed that UK citizens in Slovakia will enjoy the full rights of EU 
citizens in the event of a no-deal; with this offer being based on a spirit of reciprocity by 
the UK.  

• Indeed, Slovakia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has stated that, “legal certainty and the 
preservation of the rights of Slovak citizens living in the United Kingdom is of the 
utmost interest of the Slovak Republic even in the case of a hard Brexit.”  

• Indeed, according to current progress, all Slovak legislative alterations for no-deal will 
be implemented by 15 February 2019. 

• According to the Slovak Government, upon a no-deal, UK citizens who have the right to 
permanent residence in the country (having resided in the country for either above or 
below a period of five years) by 29 March 2019 will be granted the right to continued 
long-term residence. British citizens who have not been resident in Slovakia until 29 
March 2019 will enjoy third-country national rights and will have to apply for residence.  

• Residence documents issued to UK citizens by 29 March 2019, will now remain valid in 
Slovakia until 31 December 2020, by which time UK citizens will have to apply for a new 
residence document.  

• The Slovak Spectator: Brits living in Slovakia to have the 
same rights as EU citizens after Brexit 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

• Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic: Statement of the Slovak Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs regarding the rights of Slovak citizens 
after Brexit 

Spain • In December 2018, the Prime Minister of Spain Pedro Sanchez stated that the rights of 
over 300,000 UK citizens currently resident in Spain will be secured in a no-deal 
scenario, with this being dependent on a spirit of reciprocity from the UK. According to 
iNews, Mr Sanchez stated “I want to convey a message of calm for the Spaniards who 
live in the United Kingdom and also the British who reside in Spain… We will preserve 
your rights whatever the scenario.” 

• The Spanish Government are currently developing legislative contingency proposals to 
handle a no-deal outcome. After the 29 March 2019, UK citizens legally resident in 
Spain before the withdrawal date will be issued with a new residence permit, “in the 
common format of Regulation (EC) 1030/2002.” Spain is currently working towards an 
approximately 24-month transition period, within which registration certificates of UK 
citizens will be recognised. Spain is planning to convert these certificates into residence 
permits.     

• As reported in The Guardian, of particular importance for the elderly, retired 
proportion of the British-Spanish population is the current likely outcome that in a no-
deal scenario, British citizens in Spain will no longer have access to instant 
reimbursement of healthcare costs by the UK’s NHS.   

• The Office for National Statistics: Living abroad: British 
residents living in the EU: April 2018 

• The Government of Spain: Advice for Citizens concerning 
Brexit 

• UK Government: Expat voting rights treaty secured with 
Spain 

• The Guardian: UK retirees in EU will lose free healthcare 
under no-deal Brexit 

• iNews: Spanish PM says he’ll guarantee 300,000 Brits 
rights in Spain even in no deal Brexit – as long as UK 
reciprocates 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 
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• Moreover, as announced by the UK Government on 21 January 2019, the UK and Spain 
have now signed a bilateral treaty to allow British and Spanish citizens living in each 
country to vote in post-Brexit local elections, even in the case of no-deal.  

Sweden • On 15 January 2018, Dagens Nyheter reported that the Swedish Government currently 
has plans to introduce a ‘12-month grace period’ for UK nationals in Sweden following 
Brexit.  

• It is stated that this will allow British citizens the ability to properly re-apply for 
permission to work and stay in the country if Britain exits the EU under a no-deal 
scenario.  

• Reportedly, Sweden’s EU Minister Anne Linde has stated that, “we in essence give 
everyone one year’s respite to organise the necessary paperwork.” 

• On 4 February 2019, the Swedish Government issued notices regarding citizens’ rights 
post-Brexit. In this notice the Swedish Government states that in the case of no-deal: 
“With regard to UK citizens living in Sweden with a right of residence under EU law, the 
Swedish Government’s preparations are directed at making it possible for these people 
to remain in Sweden on similar terms. Thus, directly after the withdrawal, these citizens 
would be given the conditions to continue to live and work in Sweden and have access 
to social security, health and medical care, and education. Such an approach is in line 
with the measures recommended by the European Commission in its communication 
on contingency planning from 19 December 2018.” 

• Dagens Nyheter: Brits in Sweden get one year's respite at 
a hard Brexit 

• Government Offices in Sweden: What does Brexit mean 
for the citizens who are particularly affected? 

• European Commission: Residence rights of UK nationals in 
the EU Member States 

Switzerland • As updated by the UK Government on 29 January 2019, “the UK has reached an 
agreement with Switzerland which protects the rights of UK and Swiss nationals who 
have chosen to call each other’s countries home. This agreement also applies in a ‘no 
deal’ scenario.” 

• The aim of the UK-EEA (and Switzerland) separation agreement “in the field of social 
security is to avoid as far as possible changes for persons currently covered by the Free 
Movement of Persons Agreement and to protect the rights acquired under the Free 
Movement of Persons Agreement.” 

• 20 December 2018, the UK Government announced that it had agreed an EEA/EFTA 
separation agreement with Switzerland, Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein as part of 
preparations to leave the EU, mirroring the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement.  

• At the time the UK stated that, “this means that UK and EEA EFTA citizens living in each 
other’s countries at the end of the implementation period will be able to continue 
enjoying broadly the same rights as they do now. This includes arrangements on 

• The Embassy of Switzerland in the United Kingdom: FAQ 
Brexit 

• Swiss Federal Social Insurance Office: United Kingdom's 
withdrawal from the EU (Brexit) 

• Swiss Government – State Secretariat for Migration: FAQ 
Brexit 

• UK Government – Foreign & Commonwealth Office - 
Living in Switzerland 

• United Kingdom Government: UK and EEA EFTA states 
strike agreement to protect citizens’ rights in a no deal 
scenario 

• United Kingdom Government: EEA EFTA Separation 
Agreement 
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residency, healthcare, pensions and education, social security coordination and mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications.” 

• 08 February 2019, the UK Government announced that it has now reached an 
agreement with all EEA/EFTA states, including Switzerland, to ensure the security of 
continued citizen rights in the event of a no-deal scenario. 
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