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In a month of unprecedented changes, the European Parliament’s Strasbourg plenary goes 

on (almost) as usual. As the legislative term draws to a close there is much to be done – from 

finalising two years’ work on copyright to debating the merit of changing the clocks. But 

sadly, there is no escaping the fact that this is not a normal wrap-up and time is running out 

to see this end well.

 
 
 
A busy plenary agenda, with more than 50 files on finances 
alone, saw MEPs fly through voting procedures that are now 
second nature to them. So much has been achieved since 
they arrived, many for the first time, four and a half years ago. 
Back then the stress of adapting to this very specific role was 
mitigated by ambition and optimism for themselves, their 
parties and their Member States. The institutions were 
ambitious too, when many of the legislative 
accomplishments of this term were novel, vaguer concepts. 

 
On the face of it, the plenary is just as busy and determined 
as ever. A rowdy morning debate on the copyright directive, 
two years in the making, saw microphones switched off to 
curb the antics. The sticky issue of discontinuation of 
seasonal changes of time (daylight savings / changing the 
clocks) later caused heated debate too. That debate 
however, also drew out a sharp jolt back to reality with calls 
not to run down the clocks and to revoke Article 50. 
 
In this way, despite the hothouse environment, sadness is 
weaved through the almost normal feeling of another 
stressful plenary. Increasingly it seems that this is the last 
plenary for EU28. Reminders of that come in the form of 
interjections from the orchestrators and opponents of this 
strange historic event, from the downbeat visitor group being 
told to remove their stop Brexit badges before entering the 
hemicycle viewing gallery. Goodbye drinks are being 

scheduled for many British colleagues believed to be on their 
last Strasbourg session. This ending would have been 
dismissed as inconceivable by most in 2014. 
 
The end of a legislature sees divisions at the best of times. 
MEPs who will run again often start to drift back to 
constituencies for campaigning, rivalries resurface where 
collaboration had been established and apathy will creep in 
for some who don’t care to return. This time, there is a new 
group, MEPs who might have no choice in the matter of 
rerunning. 
 
Addressing the plenary, President Tusk alluded to this new 
division. To the voices claiming elections for British MEPs 
would be harmful or inconvenient he said clearly that such 
thinking is unacceptable. He called for recognition of the 
rights of the six million EU citizens who signed the revoke 
petition and the one million who marched against Brexit last 
weekend. Tusk’s words refer to anticipation for an ending 
which is difficult to avoid. Questions hang in the air about 
how much more could have been achieved if Brexit had not 
overshadowed this term and how long will it continue to 
interrupt proceedings.  
 
Hope for a second referendum or an extension period is 
widespread, but both come with the risk of continued 
interruption to the institutions. The way forward sits 
somewhere between going full steam ahead with as united a 
EU27 as is possible or continuing to try to salvage the 28 into 
the next Parliament’s term. 

“Questions hang in the air about how much 

more could have been achieved if Brexit had 

not overshadowed this term and how long will 

it continue to interrupt proceedings.” 
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