
 

In our one-minute #AskTheExpert Digest, we ask Roy Andrew, Managing Director in our 
Stirling Construction Solutions Team, why a quantum expert is required in formal dispute 
resolution when most parties already have a commercial resource. 

 

The one thing that can be guaranteed in relation to a dispute in the 

construction and engineering sector is that it will be about money. Everyone 

wants it but nobody wants to pay it. The role of an expert is not to replace 

existing commercial resources, after all, the role is one of independence. 

Rather than being aligned to one or other party, the expert’s duty is to the 

court or tribunal. 

Why incur the additional expense of an expert if their duty is to assist the 

court or tribunal? 

As a quantum expert you provide a much needed independent and objective 

view of the case to the party instructing you along with specific industry and 

dispute expertise. 

This independent view is quite often the point at which the instructing party 

starts to gain a better understanding of the accuracy of the amounts claimed 

and the challenges surrounding success in proving that sums are, or are not, 

due. 

This is very important because most cases settle prior to the hearing, and 

successful settlement discussions quite often only start to take place once 

both parties have a better understanding of: 

• the likely value of a claim; 

• challenges faced; and 

• any further costs likely to be incurred to either properly substantiate or 

defend against a claim. 

What other skills are valuable? 

Our independence clearly isn’t the only point which allows us to perform our 

role. Our experts have a background in a wide range of construction and 

engineering related industries and are attuned to consider, probe, question 

and validate the facts relevant to each individual case.   
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This involves looking at the contractual or common law 

valuation principles and then looking behind the claim, 

behind the scenes if you like, and disassembling the claim 

so that the economic consequences can be fully 

understood.   

Quite often we find that we become part of the 

translational link between the project site and the legal 

submissions. We are aware of the detailed evidential 

expectations and are therefore able to review and provide 

opinion on the sufficiency of information available as the 

case proceeds. 

It is this experience in the dispute sector which is 

invaluable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a nutshell: 4 key reasons 

1. To provide an independent and objective view 
of the case. 

2. To aid understanding about the value of the 

claim and potential challenges. 

3. To consider, probe and validate the facts. 

4. To act as a translational link between the 
project site and the legal submissions. 


